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They represent a degree of corruption half-way be-
tween P&li and the grammatical Prakrits, but they
differ from both by the unsettled state of their pho-
netic and grammatical character.

The G&tfca Dialect.

The language used in the sacred writings of the
Northern Buddhists, called the Gdthd dialect, or by
M. Senartj Mixed Sanskrit^ belongs to the same
category. It has not been written down, nor does it
seem to have been remodelled according to the rules
of any known grammarian, but it has a more scholas-
tic character, and was probably reduced to writing by
men more acquainted with the Sanskrit literature
than the scribes of Asoka. It cannot, however, claim
the same historical importance as the language of
Asoka's inscriptions, because we are unable as yet to
fix either its exact date or its locality.

Ancient Apa"blira?r^as.

It seems to me that we must treat the language of
the inscriptions as well as the language of the Northern
Buddhist Canon as old Apabhramsas, Prakrit
grammarians distinguish between three component
elements in Prakrit, (1) tatsamas, words which are
the same in Prakrit and Sanskrit; (2) tadbhavas,
words which are borrowed from Sanskrit and modi-
fied according to rule; (3) do si, literally local words,
but often of Sanskrit origin, though not easily traced
back to it.1

In addition to the Prakrits, however, which com-
prise these three elements, Homafatndra mentions the

1 See Hema&andra's D ea 1 n ft m a in ft 1 ft, edited by Pinch el and Bfthlor,
Bombay, 1880; P r ft k r i t a -1 a k s h a n a m, ed. Hornle, p. 1.